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Abstract
Disability in the Gaza Strip During the War: A Comparative Study Between Official Data
and Field-Based Expert Estimates
This study aimed to provide a more realistic assessment of the disability situation in the
Gaza Strip during the war by comparing official statistics with field-based estimates
provided by experts and specialists working in the fields of disability and rehabilitation. The
study also sought to estimate the prevalence of disability, examine the causes of
discrepancies between official data and field estimates, assess the quality of disability data
and measurement tools, identify the priority needs of persons with disabilities and disability-
related institutions, and explore the future situation of disability during the recovery and
reconstruction phase in order to support evidence-based humanitarian planning and
decision-making.
The study adopted a comparative descriptive-analytical approach. A structured
questionnaire was specifically developed for the study, consisting of 47 items distributed
across ten main domains. The instrument's content validity was established prior to data
collection. The study sample comprised 93 experts representing governmental, non-
governmental, and international organizations working in disability, rehabilitation, health,
protection, education, and humanitarian response across the Gaza Strip.
The findings revealed a substantial gap between official disability statistics and experts'
field-based estimates. Most experts estimated that the prevalence of disability in the Gaza
Strip exceeds the officially reported figures. The results further indicated that physical,
hearing, and visual disabilities are the most prevalent types of disabilities during the war.
The war has significantly increased the number of persons with disabilities due to direct
injuries, the collapse of health and rehabilitation services, and restricted access to medical
care and rehabilitation. In addition, the study identified multiple sources of data, inconsistent
disability measurement tools, weak registration and documentation systems, and the absence
of an updated national disability database as the main factors explaining the discrepancies
between official data and field estimates. The findings also highlighted that healthcare,
rehabilitation services, assistive devices, psychosocial support, and strengthening the
institutional capacities of disability service providers constitute the highest priorities during
the recovery phase.
The study concluded that there is an urgent need to conduct a comprehensive and updated
national disability survey in the Gaza Strip using standardized and internationally
recognized disability measurement tools. It also recommends establishing an integrated
national disability information management system to ensure regular data updating,
strengthening coordination and data sharing among governmental institutions, civil society
organizations, and international agencies, and systematically integrating the needs of
persons with disabilities into humanitarian response, recovery, and reconstruction plans.
Such measures would contribute to improving evidence-based planning, enhancing the
equitable distribution of services, and supporting the development of effective disability-
inclusive policies.
Keywords: Disability, Gaza Strip, War, Official Data, Field-Based Estimates, Experts,
Disability Measurement, Humanitarian Response, Recovery and Reconstruction.
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